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Real

/ Fake

N

ews outlets and sources from all over the country
declared that the abortion rate is the lowest since
1974. On the surface this looks like a cause for all to
rejoice. Rejoicing is the correct response for every baby
that was born, for every mom and dad that have made a
decision to continue on with an unplanned pregnancy,
and for those individuals that have supported family or
friends in the difficult choice of an adoption plan.
It is also important to be fully aware of other variables
that may affect that lower number. These include:
• Easy availability to obtain Plan B which is now
sold to anyone of any age at any local pharmacy
or major store with a pharmacy department

/ Good

/ Bad

/

is one of three objectives for both of these drugs which
has purposely not been shared with the public. Slanted
news reporting and misconstrued facts can easily twist
and manipulate readers and hearers perceptions.
In researching current statistics, trends, and demographics
for this article, both a Walgreen’s Corporate attorney and
a CVS pharmacy manager were contacted. Neither was
willing to make any comment, provide information, or
concrete facts about the number of pills and percentage
of increase sold the last two years after the pill became
available to the public without a prescription.
So what can an individual do when hearing news?
• Be fully informed about all variables

• Recognizing that in the US there has been an
increase in women of child-bearing (15-44) age,
while in Wisconsin the population has continued
to decrease 6% since 1996

• Remain prayerful for the generations of young
women and young men that are faced with choices
and consequences

• The accessibility of answers for pregnancy
prevention through social media contacts and
internet sites to anyone capable of using a
smartphone or iPad

• Realize the importance of seeking GOD’s Word

• Increase in use of other forms of contraception

Nevertheless, rejoice in the Good News that is real that
you can be assured of:

Two of the most commonly used emergency contraceptive
pills are Preven and Plan B. The websites for both of
these drugs clearly indicate that each can work to prevent
a "fertilized egg" (which is actually a newly formed
human being) from implanting in the uterine wall. This

• Know what GOD says about the value of LIFE at
every age and stage.

"…I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly."
John 10:10

IMPROVING OUR FAÇADE
ONE SHADE AT A TIME

A

s many of you have read in the previous newsletter,
there have been many changes in staff over the past
two years. If you drive past the New Berlin office, you
will notice that the outside of the agency has also seen its
own visible change.
Last year, a request was considered to seek a grant to paint
the outside siding of the entire building. In 1996 when the
agency relocated on 124th Street to its present renovated
1850’s church structure, the taupe brown siding was fresh
and sparkling. Twenty years later, the color was fading
and the caulk had disintegrated in many areas.
A few contractors gave quotes and timelines for last
summer that were fair and reasonable. Then, an individual
knowledgeable about the project proposed using I M S
Barter (International Monetary System) currency that this
donor had available. He contacted the main IMS office in
New Berlin to see if there were any painting contractors
in the area accepting the currency for their work. The
second company that was contacted was open to the

Into the Night Sale

A

special evening sale will take place
at the Almost Anything Resale
Shop on February 24th from 6:00
p.m. – 10:00 p.m. This nighttime sale
celebrates the 10 year Anniversary
where this 91st & Oklahoma location
has been operating. At 6:00 p.m., the
store will reopen and customers will find sales
and surprises throughout the store worth their late night
shopping that Karen Thoen, the Supervisor, is putting
together with her staff and volunteers.
Many years ago on a cold January night, a Midnight
Madness sale was held at the original location on 76th &
Beloit Road that ended at 11:00 p.m. It just so happened
that an unpredicted blizzard, dumping over seven inches
with even higher drifts also arrived. The last night owl
customers, John Fisco and Bob Conklin, came to shop
at 10:45 p.m. They chivalrously wiped off the remaining
staff’s windshields and cleared a swath for all to use to
safely get out of the parking lot. Ironically, a few resale
shop items such as hats and gloves were suddenly
necessary for purchasing.
Saleable donations are especially appreciated at this time.
We hope this coming sale does not occur with another
wicked winter, weather event. Please mark this event on
your calendar and enjoy shopping into the night with us.

THE VOTES ARE IN
& THE BANQUET SPEAKER
FOR 2017 IS…

proposal. Fortunately, this past summer and early fall was
one of the warmest on record which allowed company
owner, Matt Richmond, and his crew the time and perfect
temperatures to complete the building, front steps, back
porch, and garbage corral in colors that we chose.
We appreciate the creative, generous, and kind gesture
extended by this donor to spruce up the building and
property. It is truly inviting to all those that work, need
services, or volunteer their time.

Your votes did matter and we guarantee there was no
hacking domestically or internationally during the election
process. Comedian Mike Williams, 2016’s Banquet
Speaker, was overwhelmingly requested to return as the
guest speaker for this Fall.
Those that attended can attest to his wit and charm and begin
thinking about inviting their co-workers, pastor, family,
or friends, to the Country Springs Hotel in Pewaukee on
October 6, 2017. Another memorable evening of silent
auction, dinner, music, and program will be presented. This
year, a donation of newborn clothing item, accessory, or a
pack of diapers will be encouraged to be brought by each
person or couple that attends. Items will become part of the
Fruits of Your Labor incentive program inventory for the
following year. Seating will be limited to 300.

True to Life is published four times a year by Evangelical Child and Family Agency and can be viewed online at www.ecfawisc.org
Please direct your comments to Linda Oberbrunner: (262) 789-1881. E-mail at: lindao@ecfawisc.org
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PASSING ON THE
BATON TONKAS

These days the Piotrowski’s enjoy playing games,
building with Legos, going to parks, reading, spending
time outdoors, going to the zoo, and getting together with
family and friends. As a couple they enjoy extending
hospitality to others. They have felt welcomed and are
also involved as a family at Woodridge Community
Church in New Berlin.

L

ast Spring, Bethany (Beth) and Joshua (Josh)
Piotrowski contacted the agency in regards to
becoming a foster parent family for the agency. Ironically,
it was just prior to the Shane Family’s decision to end
their 14 years of service to ECFA. The transition was
smooth and perfectly timed with one mom imparting her
knowledge and experience to another.

When Elisa, the previous foster mother, brought over
baby equipment, new layette, and newborn items to share
with Beth, she knew that God hand-picked this family
for the next season. Observing Beth’s two young boys
playing together reminded Elisa when her two sons were
that young and the fun times they had playing with cars
and trucks. Elisa asked Beth if her boys owned any Tonka
trucks. Beth said, “No, but they would probably enjoy
them if they had the opportunity.” Elisa let her know that
even though her sons are now adults, she hung onto the
Tonka trucks that they played with and would be glad to
pass them along. Beth was very pleased at the offer. On
Elisa’s last trip to Beth’s home to bring over items and
conclude their training, she passed along two keepsakes

Beth and Josh are parents of Ben (5) and Owen (3) and
sensed God’s nudging to become involved in caring for
newborns and children that may be in need of temporary
foster care. Beth stated,” Doing emergency or temporary
newborn care has been something I have desired for
a long time. I think it mostly stems from the desire to
help and nurture a call from God to help orphans and
widows.” Josh was also in full agreement to become a
foster family since Wisconsin has become their home
state. The Piotrowski family moved from Minnesota two
years ago so Josh could begin his medical residency at a
local hospital. Beth also has medical background which
will benefit them as they care for infants and children
placed in their home.

for Ben and Owen to enjoy for years both inside and in
the sandbox they have in their backyard, just as Elisa and
Dave’s children did during their childhood.
We look forward to ministering with the Piotrowski’s as
our agency foster family to newborns, children, and the
birth and adoptive parent families, too. It definitely seems
they are just the right family for the next season at ECFA.

WELCOME
Piotrowski Family
to the
ECFA Family

In addition to the joy of parenting their two sons (and
the expectation of another baby due in May), both Beth
and Josh have many years of experience working and
volunteering with children of all ages. Past experiences
include: babysitting, swim lessons, children’s nursery,
Vacation Bible School, tutoring, church camps, college
prep, and life-coaching.
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Almost Anything Volunteer
Christmas Party Recap

the delightful evening. Sadly however, each year one or
more volunteers that were part of the event the previous
year died during the year. That is the reason we desire to
share the message of Christ’s love, birth, and reason for
His life with all those that attend recognizing His gift is
priceless.

E

njoyment at its best was the sentiment expressed by
all the volunteers that attended the annual Almost
Anything Christmas Party in early December at Beloit
Road Baptist Church in West Allis. “Every year I look
forward to this night with all my friends,” was echoed
simultaneously by two of the volunteers as they arrived.
This year a smaller group attended but were just as
boisterous as other years, particularly during one of
the games. Four groups of team members assisted one
another blowing up colorful balloons which were then
stuffed in each leg of a new pair of pantyhose. The result
was a pair of reindeer antlers that were placed atop the
head of a team member and judged by applause decibels
of the whole group.

Christmas Party Requested Recipe:
Jan's Delicous Deviled Eggs
Jan Wilke (volunteer)
12-18 eggs (EB)
Eggland’s Best
1/2 cup or more
Miracle Whip

John Kirchner was the definite winner because of his team
mates Dawn Salveson, Sue Carlson, Dennis Drinkwine,
and Tyrone Thoen. They managed to have the accurate
number of balloons filled with air that were the best size
to stuff and create the perfect arch. The laughter from
everyone was absolutely contagious.

4-6 drops of
white vinegar
Spanish paprika
3-4 turns
of finely
ground
pepper

Great food and desserts, the Christmas story, Christmas
music, an agency and resale shop update, other games,
traditional poinsettia gifts, and prize drawings comprised
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Boil eggs and soak in cool water;
peel while slightly warm. Refrigerate
until cold (may be left overnight).
Halve lengthwise and place yolks in
bowl. Mash first with fork, then add
Miracle Whip to desired creaminess
along with vinegar and pepper.
Scoop and fill egg cavity to dome
height. May use pastry or frosting
bag with tip or two teaspoons.
Sprinkle with paprika and cover with
plastic wrap until served.

B

eginning in this Winter 2017 newsletter, we
will launch a new feature entitled Church
Spotlight. The spotlight will focus upon one
of our supporting/partnering churches each
quarter. This will provide us the opportunity to
introduce our readers to a local church family
and recognize the ways that they come alongside
the ministry of ECFA.

INTRODUCING:

Beloit Road Baptist Church, West Allis
“Equipping others to know and grow in Christ”
Pastor Bill Johnson
Twice a year for umpteen years, Pastor Bill and his team have opened their
arms, hearts, doors, and cupboards to ECFA staff and volunteers as they
hospitably share their facilities for the Spring Volunteer Brunch and Almost
Anything Volunteers’ Christmas Party.
The history of this welcoming church began in December 1940 when Mr.
Horace Woodward, his wife, and their children, gathered children from the
neighborhood on Sundays for a Sunday School class in their home located
a few blocks northwest of the existing church. Attendance increased
steadily until there were over 100 children enrolled by the fall of 1941.
Realizing that the Woodward home could not continue to accommodate the
growing group, the vision to acquire property and build a church emerged.
The first offering for a building fund was taken on October 12, 1941, totaling
a mere fourteen cents. From this humble little offering the group progressed
in doing the work needed. On March 31, 1942, they officially organized as
“Fellowship Gospel Mission” when the articles of organization were signed by
Horace Woodward and four others. The group of faithful church members met
in a tent until the dedication of their first building which was built by the men,
women, and children of the congregation.
Through the years, a
number of Pastors served
this congregation. And in
1993, Pastor Bill joined
by his wife Ruthann and
their two children came to
shepherd the flock. Today,
there are approximately 80
regulars that attend.
This church is known for their genuine friendliness and warmth. One visitor who
returned the following week and eventually became a member described the church
as “an extended family.” When asked why his church family is so supportive of
ECFA, Pastor Bill did not hesitate for a moment but responded, “We are all in
this together. Who wants to see children or families destroyed when there is an
excellent resource like ECFA available?” He then repeated, “Yes, we are all in this
together.” To which a resounding “AMEN!” could be added.

Photos by Dennis Drinkwine

We are grateful for every person at Beloit Road Baptist Church. Their generous
mission support, baby shower event, volunteer hours given to assist in the
resale store and office, saleable items donated to the resale shop, event set-up,
take down, coffee prep, building shared, masonry repair/painting of the office
steps, encouraging notes, and most of all, prayers prayed for all the clients we
have been able to serve together as like-minded partners is appreciated.
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TOGETHER FOREVER

F

or almost 20 years until 2010, Tom and Mary
Meyers joyfully volunteered at the original
Almost Anything on 76th and Beloit Road. Mary
would take most of the donated artificial and silk
flowers and create beautiful floral arrangements
that she displayed in vases from the unique glass,
metal, wood, plastic, or whatever items that were
also donated. She could always imagine what would
look great together and carefully combined ribbon,
lace, netting, or tissue paper for just the right effect.
Customers were pleased with her artistic creations
and always bought what was put out for sale.
Sometimes Mary liked arrangements she made so
much she would buy them for her own home or give
as presents to her family and friends.

Her next role in life was her most favorite. She became
a full-time mother parenting firstborn Laurie followed
seven years later by a son, Larry. Years later Laurie
married and had a son Kyle which brought another
welcome role to Mary and Tom, grand parenting.
Kyle married Jess and they welcomed Baby Aria
to the family on July 26, 2016. Her birth meant that
Tom and Mary were now great grandparents which
delighted them to know. Although Tom’s health was
failing this summer, they all met a few times.
Married for 67 years, Tom and Mary Meyers were
a very loving couple that are still together however,
not on this earth anymore, but in eternity with their
Lord and Savior. In August 2016, Tom died after
some medical challenges and just eight weeks later
Mary also died very unexpectedly. Their daughter,
Laurie, knew it was because her “mom’s heart was
broken after losing my dad (Tom).” Mary and Laurie
had made the decision to have Memorials for Tom
designated at his funeral for the ministry of ECFA
since they both fully believed in the mission of the
ministry for LIFE. At Mary’s funeral, Laurie chose
to bless ECFA again with Memorials from her
mother’s ceremony. Laurie also donated many floral
arrangements that Mary decorated their residence
with to the resale shop again, full circle.

Tom also had his own niche of service. Karen Thoen,
our Almost Anything Supervisor, chuckled as she
remembered that Tom was definitely in charge of
organizing the lower level at the store. She said,
“He kept the storage area of donations neat and
systematized, especially the hangers.” When asked
if she meant hundreds of hangers, she quickly said,
“No, thousands and thousands. Remember they
volunteered here for years. That’s why we had
dozens and dozens in bundles that we sold and gave
away when we closed that store last April.”
Prior to volunteering at Almost Anything, Tom
worked for many, many, years as an Inspector of
small parts at Artos Engineering in New Berlin.
Mary was a nurse at Milwaukee County Hospital
providing care for newborns including preemies. She
even provided initial care for preemie twins that she
discovered were her relatives. This was especially
meaningful because Mary was a twin too and the
family connection to the babies has continued
throughout their whole life.

We at ECFA and Almost Anything are saddened
by their joint home-going but feel privileged to
have known and loved them during their volunteer
days (and beyond) smiling at the many fun and fine
memories they continue to bring to mind.
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knowing in the next year or so, Choose Life Wisconsin
will begin distributing much-needed funds to Wisconsin’s
Pregnancy Resource Centers - our front-line partners,”
said Sande.

The following press release is provided by
Choose Life Wisconsin, Inc. who has chosen to fund
ECFA in the future with sales from these plates.

Choose Life Wisconsin, Inc., is an independently
registered Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation. The
IRS has recognized Choose Life Wisconsin as a 501(c)
(3) organization. Choose Life Wisconsin’s mission is to
spread a positive, pro-life message and help Wisconsin’s
vital Pregnancy Resource Centers flourish by funding them
from the proceeds of the sale of the Choose Life plate.

“Choose Life”

License Plates A
Reality for Wisconsin

The proposed Choose Life Wisconsin license plate
features classic Wisconsin colors—red, white and black.
The graphic on the left side of the proposed design is an
ink-print of a baby’s foot, like those on birth certificates.
Under the plate number is “Choose Life” in red.

O

n December 7, 2016, Choose Life Wisconsin, Inc.,
announced it is now an Authorized Group with
the Department of Motor Vehicles for the purpose of
requesting a specialty license plate.
“The choose life plate has been almost ten years in the
making,” said Julaine Appling, Choose Life Wisconsin
president. “We are excited that within the next eight to
twelve months, Wisconsin pro-life citizens will be able
to purchase a beautiful license plate that expresses their
views on life while also directly helping our state’s lifesaving, woman-helping Pregnancy Resource Centers.”
Choose Life plates are now available in over 30 states.
Since the first plate was approved in Florida nearly 20 years
ago, over $23 million has been raised nationwide to assist
with adoption and other life-affirming educational work.

Currently, the Specialty License Plate unit of the
Department of Motor Vehicles is working with Choose
Life Wisconsin to finalize design details. State law
requires that the plate be available for purchase within
twelve months of the sponsoring group being approved.

In the Midwest, Indiana has raised $650,000, and Ohio
has raised over $500,000. Both states have over 25,000
cars sporting their Choose Life plates.
Matt Sande, Choose Life Wisconsin vice-president, said,
“We have experienced increasing demand for a “Choose
Life” license plate in Wisconsin over the last five years.
We are confident the plate will sell quickly, and we are
excited to open up a funding stream for Wisconsin’s
Pregnancy Resource Centers, which offer health services,
adoption referrals, and in general help women in crisis
pregnancies make life-saving choices.”

The first time someone purchases the plate, the cost will
be the regular registration fee, plus a $15 issuance fee, and
$25 tax-deductible donation which the state will send to
Choose Life Wisconsin, Inc. After the first year, the cost
is the regular registration fee and the $25 tax-deductible
donation (unless the applicant wants a personalized plate,
which is an additional $15). Choose Life Wisconsin
will then distribute the funds to Wisconsin’s Pregnancy
Resource Centers.

The Choose Life Wisconsin license plate originated
with Pro-Life Wisconsin and Wisconsin Family Action
partnering on the idea and working together throughout
the long administrative/legislative process.

“This is a dream that at points, quite honestly, we weren’t
sure would ever come true. But thankfully it has. Wisconsin
citizens will soon be able to proclaim their pro-life beliefs
on their license plates and by doing so help fund on-theground organizations that are on the front lines of the prolife cause,” said Appling.

“Julaine and I, on behalf of our respective organizations,
have been through legislative hearings, floor votes,
changes in procedure, legal questions and more over the
past six years. We are so happy to finally reach this point,
7
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BIKE & HIKE FORECAST

his past summer, a goal was
fulfilled for one local woman as
Deborah Carson received a shipment
of books she authored. It’s her own
story she hopes will be a voice for
many. Deborah shares,

“Believe it or not, there
are still taboo topics
in this modern very
liberal society. Silence
perpetuates pains. Satan
intensifies any problem
when it remains hidden.
Exposure to the light
brings healing. (My book)
Barren shares my in-depth
journey to healing and
deliverance. Come see my
journey.” Deborah

Y

es, it’s shivery outside now. Yet, all that attended last
year’s Bike and Hike remember it can be shivery
and even snow on May 14th, too. But do not dismay, it’s
never too early to begin making Bike and Hike plans with
friends and relatives. It has to be warmer than last year.
This year the 31st Annual will be held on May 20th and
begin at the Bethesda Park Shelter in Waukesha, taking
place along the scenic Glacial Drumlin Trail. Delicious
Cousins Subs, games for the children, commemorative
t-shirts, music, homemade cookies, prizes, popcorn, and
more await each participant. Other sponsors at this date,
include: Country Springs Hotel, Waukesha State Bank,
and Almost Anything.

This short, easy-to-read book candidly details the journey
and struggles of one Milwaukee woman. The honest
portrayal of hurt, pain, and victory through Christ will
connect with readers who have felt perhaps they were
the only ones that experienced the agony of infertility,
otherwise known as being barren. Deborah is able to offer
the reader empathy for others and a hope for those who
may currently feel hopeless. She, and her husband Landa,
are former ECFA Adoption Program clients who have
decided to publicly share their story. Her books can be
ordered through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Xulon Press,
or directly from Deborah at: dc778682@live.com

To “pre-pre-register,” call Sue Carlson at 262-789-1881
to leave your contact info so we can get materials to
you when they are printed. And as always, all proceeds
benefit moms, dads, children, babies, and the preborn that
receive services at no cost through our Pregnancy Support
Services Program. Please check out our website in a few
weeks at: ecfawisc.org for additional information.

Memorials

❧
In loving memory of: Husband, Father,
Grandpa & Great-grandpa Alex Muza
From: Betty Muza
❧
In loving memory of:
My son David Novaez
From: Marion Novaez
❧
In loving memory of:
My husband & Libby & Ethan’s Papa,
Mike Chernouski
From: Barbara Chernouski

In loving memory of:
My husband Lloyd Konrad
From: Marian Konrad
❧
In loving memory of:
My friend Lloyd Konrad
From: Bob Newsbaum
❧
In loving memory of:
Meredith Libbey’s father Glenn Walker
From: Mike & Linda Oberbrunner
❧
In loving memory of:
Tom & Mary Meyers
From: Peggy Buerosse
❧
In loving memory of:
Tom & Mary Meyers
From: Mike & Linda Oberbrunner
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Mary Meyers’ Memorials:
Anonymous,
A. J. & J.S. Barth, Leeann Behling,
Alfred & Geraldine Buerosse,
Greta Erdman; Gwen Eckman,
Patrick & Karen Flanagan, Alice Meyers,
Daniel Roadt, Gerard & Goldie Schuh,
Albert & Carol Toth

Tribute

❧
In honor of:
Our daughter Kristin, husband Todd &
their two adopted children
from Korea & China
From: Raymond & Elaine Diller

With A Grateful Heart
There is a continual outpouring of blessings received by this ministry on a regular basis. As a result, there are many individuals to be
grateful for in each quarterly newsletter. The scriptural premise for our gratefulness comes from
Psalm 9:1, “I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will tell of the wonders.” Our thanks from grateful hearts:
♥

Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers who assembled
our final three mailings of the year:
Fall Newsletter with Annual Report
Ron and Jan Baer
Judy Bonville
Kris Budd
Annette Cernohous
Jessica Ciezki
Kathy Dow
Charlene Duranceau
Ruth Engelhardt
Nancy Farrell
Sharon Fuller
Karen Ridder
Micki Schmitz
Margo Whitcomb
Year End Client Letter
Ron and Jan Baer
Judy Bonville
Kris Budd
Annette Cernohous
Jessica Ciezki
Kathy Dow
Charlene Duranceau
Ruth Engelhardt
Nancy Farrell
Sharon Fuller
Karen Ridder
Micki Schmitz
Margo Whitcomb
Annual Christmas Card
Ron Baer
Sally Boya
Annette Cernohous
Jeanne David
Kathy Dow
Charlene Duranceau
Nancy Farrell
Pamela Grande
Anita Julius
Beverly Kuntzsch
Debbie Merkel
Karen Ridder
Jane Runnels
Margo Whitcomb
Judy Zwitter
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♥

For photography & photo discs for the annual Almost
Anything Christmas party by Dennis Drinkwine.

♥

Christmas gifts bought and wrapped for our Pregnancy
Support Services clients from Pastor Scott & Gloria
Miller and church members of the Family Fellowship
Church, Racine, Wisconsin.

♥

For the very convenient and often used Keurig coffee
machine from former staff, Judy Bonville.

♥

For three boxes of Keurig coffee cups from Jim & Leah
Valentine.

♥

For the many wonderful new baby items from a baby
shower given for our Fruits of Your Labor PSS client
incentive program from the Season Salt Seniors of Grace
Community Church.

♥

For the monthly work day at Almost Anything from the
very faithful group of Tabernacle Baptist Church.

♥

For the numerous keepsake baby items and blankets that
were needed and donated to an inner city ministry from
Ruth, Anne & Angie Agrusa.

♥

For the new women’s pajamas & socks and the adult
coloring books with pencils for the clients in our
Pregnancy Support Services Program from Carol
Honeyager.

♥

For the delicious homemade Christmas cookies for the
office staff baked by Anita Julius.

♥

For the two large packages of Pampers diapers for our
Fruits of Your Labor PSS client incentive program and
the maternity & boys clothes in excellent condition for
Almost Anything from Kary & Kelly Oberbrunner.

♥

For the variety of delicious & healthy staff Christmas gifts
from James & Leah Valentine.

♥

For the delicious homemade cut-out Christmas cookies
for the office staff from Carol Yule.

♥

For the assorted Christmas goodies for the office staff
from Beth Ramsey.
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